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Prefatory Note

We sincerely appreciate your understanding and support for the research
and educational activities of the Graduate School of Environmental Studies
at Tohoku University. The year 2022 made us keenly aware of the importance
and fragility of peaceful everyday life due to Russia’s sudden invasion of
Ukraine. In Japan, we are gradually returning to how things were before the
three-year-long COVID-19 pandemic as we enter a new phase of pandemic
management. However, the impact of the weakened yen has resulted in
skyrocketing energy prices that are hitting our lives and the economy hard.
In addition, it seems that the divisions between people and nations are
gradually deepening. In times like these, it is important to think calmly
about the future and to avoid being caught up in short-term setbacks.

The Graduate School of Environmental Studies was established in April
2003 and will soon celebrate its 20th anniversary. During this time, the goal
and responsibility we have strived to accomplish through our research and
education have been to envision the future of “technology” for sustainable
resource and energy use and the “people and society” that sustain it, and to
foster the people who will play a role in advancing these fields. Each faculty
member is active in their respective research fields, and as a graduate
school, we are working to establish a system that supports these efforts and
promotes their implementation into society. The “Environmental Research
Promotion Center” has established a new “Co-creation for Social Innovation
Division” to strengthen collaboration with each municipality that has signed
a cooperative agreement and to promote researches that work closely with
local communities. In April, we will launch another center, the “Institute for
Resource Initiatives” to deepen our understanding of resource-related
environmental impacts, supply chains, and geopolitical risks from a new
perspective, and we are developing a base for these initiatives while
collaborating with faculties both inside and outside the university, including
the Graduate School of International Cultural Studies.

Furthermore, we have worked to promoted international collaboration, such
as updating the inter-faculty agreement with Bandung Institute of
Technology and finalizing a collaborative agreement with the Specialized
Graduate School of Intelligent Ecological Sciences at Seoul National
University. At the Summer Seminar held as a joint event between the
International Environmental Security Leadership Program (IESLP) and the
International Joint Graduate Program in Resilience and Safety Studies (GP-
RSS), attendees participated in active discussions that were held in a hybrid
format of face-to-face and remote meetings. In the future, we will continue
to accept international students and to promote international collaboration,
while considering the post-COVID-19 situation.

The Endowed Division by the DOWA Holdings Co., Ltd., which has
supported us since the establishment of the graduate school, will enter its
8th term in April 2023, refreshing its structure and building further
cooperative relationships. The Hard Materials Environmental Science
Human Resource Development Certification Program was established with
the support of various related companies and starting the academic year
2023, it will offer new research and education as the “Course for
Environmental Harmony Design of Hard Materials.” The Innovative
Analytical Pyrolysis (Frontier Laboratories, Ltd.) Endowed Division will
also start its new academic year and will continue to strive to advance
research, human resource development, and social contribution.

Over the past 20 years, interest in the environment has rapidly increased
among people, and the world has begun to steer significantly towards
decarbonization. We believe that now is the time to share the research we
have cultivated with society and vigorously advance in the new 20 years.

We respectfully request your continued guidance and support.





