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Professor Sakaida (Physical-Environmental Geography) resumed a series of meteorological research activities,
partly as international academic cooperation, on desertification in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region of China. He
was awarded the title of visiting professor of the Inner Mongolia Normal University, and gave a lecture on
desertification (Fig.l). He also continued investigation of Yamase season, and presented the results in IGC-Kyoto
Congress. He also started a new cooperative project of urban torrential rainfall with Professor Takahashi, and
carried out observation of rainfall using a disdrometer (Fig.2). The ongoing research by Associate Professor Ueda
(Human-Environmental Geography) on peasant livelihood security, natural resource management, and the regional
system of place network in Northeastern Tanzania was extended to the GIS analysis examining the potentiality of
different approaches, including local lacunarity analysis of agricultural landscapes, and to his fieldwork in the Lake
Victoria region of Western Kenya on the agro-silvo-fishery system and socio-economic and environmental
transformation. He also continued a critical investigation on environmental security in water-scarce rural areas
around the shore of the Lake Victoria with special reference to conflicts and cooperation of borehole use and
management. Assistant Professor Sekine (Human-Environmental Geography) carried out fieldwork on the
transformation of farming and cattle breeding activities in settlements in Inner Mongolia in August 2013. He looked
into management and problems of the farmer cooperatives in Xilinguole League and Hohhot City by a series of field
interviews and surveys. He also carried out a fieldwork and administered questionnaire surveys concerning the
consumer consciousness on financial damages caused by harmful rumors related to agricultural products in Iwaki
City, Fukushima Prefecture (Research project, International Research Institute of Disaster Science, Tohoku
University), in January, 2013.
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Fig. 1: Lecture on the desertification of Inner Mongolia.
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Fig. 2: Observation of rainfall using the
disdrometer.
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Fig. 4: Distribution of water-user Fig. 3: Water use at Nyabomo Borehole,
households, Nyabomo, Suba, Kenya. Suba, Kenya.
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Fig. 5: ARHBEABRXICH IS b EOIVEAENDESR (1998 ~ 2010)
Fig. 5: Transformation of the com production in Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region (1998 ~ 2010)

Fig. 6: MEHEME AT 2BBDODAFE (WHhERRICHTE 77— MAED 5)
Fig. 6: Acquisition of the information about the radioactive material (from the
questionnaires for the lwaki citizen)
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