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Environmental Research Promotion Center (ERPC)
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Activities of Environmental Research Promotion Center
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The Environmental Research Promotion Center (ERPC) was founded in July 2017. Through its activities, such as in promoting environmental education
and our university’s research activities, as well as various projects in coordination with the area or with industry, academic, and governmental
organizations, its aim is to apply the results of environmental studies to society. The Graduate School of Environmental Studies works on up-to-date
studies that are deeply related to the environment, namely global warming, symbiotic relationships with nature, energy, and resource recycling. Since
these study fields are closely related to people’s lives and values, it is important for us to coordinate studies among different fields and systematize
study results while proceeding with individual studies.

Also, the ERPC is accelerating its environmental studies and projects to materialize actual application of study results to society in coordination with
area organizations as well as industry, academic, and governmental organizations. At the same time, the ERPC makes positive efforts through publicity
activities, promoting environmental education, and spreading study results.
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Cooperation with Miyagi Prefecture

equipment in cooperation with Miyagi Prefecture (Fig.2).
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Cooperation with Sendai City

Administration was a class in 2022, and it was offered with a city staff
as a lecturer in the second semester.

Fig.1 Courtesy call on Yoshihiro Murai, the
governor of Miyagi Prefecture. new ZEB.

Fig.2 Site tour of Tohoku Boring Co., Ltd.'s Fig.3 Symposium in Higashimatsushima city.
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Fig.4 Symposium in Shima city.

Fig.5 Tohoku University Energy Symposium.

Cooperation with other local governments

The Tsuchiya Laboratory conducted the research project titled
“Demonstration Experiment of Hydrogen Production from Waste
Aluminum and Tamagawa Hot Spring Acid Water” in Senboku City,
with which our graduate school has concluded its 2017 cooperation
agreement. The ERPC also cooperated in the experiment for this
research project.

In 2022, we operated a project titled “Green Job Market Fostering a Co-
Creation Base Based on Gastronomy Geopolitics (JST’s COI-NEXT
program),” and this program’s symposium was held on June 25 in
Higashimatsushima City and September 10 in Shima City (Figs.3, 4).

Interdisciplinary Studies of Novel Values on
Energy for Sustainable Development of Society

The Interdisciplinary Studies of Novel Values on Energy for Sustainable
Development of Society was recognized as an interdisciplinary research
group in April 2019. The Tohoku University Energy Symposium was held
on December 4 (Fig.5). This year’s symposium focused on decarbonization-
leading regions promoted by the Ministry of the Environment. It also
introduced the latest energy system research at Tohoku University and the
decarbonization plans of an electric power company.

To promote carbon neutrality at Tohoku University, we applied for ZEB
and BELS (Building-Housing Energy-Efficiency Labeling System)
certifications for the main building (Phase I building) of the Graduate
School of Environmental Studies and received “ZEB Ready” certification.
This is the second ZEB at Tohoku University.

TU-TRIPS: Tohoku University Transdisciplinary
Research Initiative for Plastic Smart

Tohoku University Transdisciplinary Research Initiative for Plastic
Smart was launched as a collaborative research group in 2019.

In 2022, TU-TRIPS held a seminar in Okinoerabu High school on
October. The students were challenged to reduce plastic bottles and
create flavored water that was unique to the island (Fig.6).

Fig.6 The Students Challenging to reduce plastic bottles.
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