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Prefatory Note

First, on behalf of the Graduate School of Environmental Studies at Tohoku
University, I would like to express our deepest gratitude for your continued
understanding and support for our research and education programs.

The fiscal years 2020 and 2021 were dominated by COVID-19. On January 16,
2020, the first COVID-19 patient was recorded in Japan. Although it has
already been two years as we have now entered 2022, at the time of this
writing, the sixth wave of infections driven by the omicron variant is spreading
across Japan. Thus, we are publishing this 19th Activity Report still amid the
pandemic.

Our graduate school has implemented measures against the spread of infection
based on guidelines set by the national government, the prefectural
government, and Tohoku University. We have made the health and safety of
our students, faculty, and staff members our priority, while making every
effort to maintain the quality of our research and education. What will follow
after the pandemic is still uncertain. We have no choice but to accept life with
restrictions for the foreseeable future.

We aim to nurture human resources with a bird’s eye, global perspective on
existing environmental issues and the ability to implement countermeasures
with cutting-edge environmental technologies and human resources capable
of creating solutions based on humanity-science interdisciplinary
environmental thought and freely assuming directorial roles in a variety of
positions and contexts. In other words, we aim to nurture human resources
who can take a leading role in the post-COVID-19 world.

Since its foundation, the Graduate School of Environmental Studies has
emphasized globalization and has conducted various international programs.
Since fiscal year 2014, the school has consistently been selected as an
International Priority Graduate Program, and with support from the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, and Technology (MEXT), it has implemented

the International Environmental Leadership Program (IELP). As the program’s
third term, the International Security Environmental Leadership Program
(ISELP) has been selected (with three students in the master’s program and
five in the doctoral program). This program enables the school to host
international students every year, focusing on those from ASEAN countries.
In addition, fiscal year 2019 saw the founding of the International Graduate
Program in Resilience and Safety Studies, for which the school will assume a
facilitator role. Students have already begun enrolling. We are also actively
involved in other international, collaborative programs at graduate schools
and WISE Programs.

As a research organization, we are strengthening the functions of the
Environmental Research Promotion Center to promote research on issues
related to resources and energy, with an emphasis on collaboration with the
community and industry—academia collaboration. Starting in April 2022, we
are launching the Resource Strategy Research Center as an organization
within the graduate school to enhance our activities on issues related to
resources.

There is a strong correlation between the spread of infectious disease and
environmental problems. We need to be keenly aware of human security,
which can be a matter of life or death for the human race. How will the global
environment—which currently sees globalization literally covering the entire
world—change, or how should it change, in a post-COVID-19 world? I feel
that human wisdom itself is being tested. We do have hope. In the Graduate
School of Environmental Studies, we are blessed with students who aspire to
research advanced environmental studies and create a new society for the
future, changing the society that has produced so many environmental issues.
I believe we can expect a lot from them, and I am confident that they are
capable of living up to our expectations. We greatly appreciate your further
and continued help and your encouragement of our research and education
programs.





