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Environmental Research Promotion Center (ERPC)
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Activities of Environmental Research Promotion Center
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The Environmental Research Promotion Center (ERPC) was founded in July 2017. Through its activities, such as in promoting environmental education and our
university’s research activities, as well as various projects in coordination with the area or with industry, academic, and governmental organizations, its aim is
to apply the results of environmental studies to society. The Graduate School of Environmental Studies works on up-to-date studies that are deeply related to the
environment, namely global warming, symbiotic relationships with nature, energy, and resource recycling. Since these study fields are closely related to people’s
lives and values, it is important for us to coordinate studies among different fields and systematize study results while proceeding with individual studies.
Also, the ERPC is accelerating its environmental studies and projects to materialize actual application of study results to society in coordination with area
organizations as well as industry, academic, and governmental organizations. At the same time, the ERPC makes positive efforts through publicity activities,
promoting environmental education, and spreading study results.

In FY2019, two interdisciplinary research groups were set up at Tohoku University (Interdisciplinary Studies of Novel Values on Energy for Sustainable
Development Society, Dean: Prof. Tsuchiya; TU-TRIPS: Tohoku University Transdisciplinary Research Initiative for Plastic Smart, Dean: Prof. Matsubae). The
ERPC also has a secretariat role. In FY2019, the Tohoku University SDGs Symposium was held to disseminate information on the groups’ societal activities.
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Cooperation with Miyagi Prefecture

The Graduate School of Environmental Studies has had a cooperation
agreement with Miyagi Prefecture since 2004. A roundtable discussion
with the Environmental and Community Affairs Department, Miyagi
Prefectural Government, was held in June. In addition, the ERPC
continued its 2018 research entitled “Research to construct a recycling
system for rare metal and precious metal.”
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Fig.2 Signing ceremony of GSES — Wadomari Town
partnership agreement

Fig.3 Signing ceremony of GSES — China Town
partnership agreement

Fig.1 Signing ceremony of GSES — Higashi-
Matsushima City partnership agreement
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Fig.4 SDGs symposium in Higashi-Matsushima City

(October 2019) (November 2019)

Fig.5 Tohoku University SDGs symposium

Cooperation with Sendai City

Our graduate school has had a cooperation agreement with Sendai City
since 2009. In June, an information exchange meeting was held with the
Environmental Bureau of the City of Sendai. As one of the activities based
on the cooperation agreement, ERPC participated in Eco Festa 2019, held
in September, and introduced the activities of the Graduate School of
Environmental Studies at Tamaki-san salon.

Cooperation with Senboku City (Akita Pref.),
Higashi-Matsushima City (Miyagi Pref.), and
Wadomari and China Towns (Kagoshima Pref.)

The Tsuchiya Laboratory was entrusted with the research project
“Demonstration experiment of hydrogen production from waste aluminum
and Tamagawa Hot Spring acid water” by Senboku City, with which our
graduate school has concluded its 2017 cooperation agreement. The ERPC
also cooperated in preparing the application and the experiment for this
research project. This year, our graduate school has concluded cooperation
agreements with Higashi-Matsushima City and Wadomari and China
Towns (Figs 1-3). At the SDGs Symposium in Higashi-Matsushima in
October, Assistant Prof. Oba served as the coordinator of a panel discussion
(Fig. 4), and the ERPC has been promoting the SDGs.

Symposium for Interdisciplinary
Research Base

The Interdisciplinary Studies of Novel Values on Energy for Sustainable
Development Society was recognized as an interdisciplinary research
group in April 2019. The kick-off symposium was held the same month.
In addition, TU-TRIPS:Tohoku University Transdisciplinary Research
Initiative for Plastic Smart was certified as a group in October 2019. The
kick-off symposium and the Tohoku University SDGs symposium were
held jointly with the Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST) in
November 2019 (Figs.5 and 6). Through this symposium, we were able to
disseminate Tohoku University’s overall efforts to society.
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Fig.6 Tohoku University SDGs symposium
(November 2019)

m
3
<
=
o
3
3
(]
3
-
=
X
[
(73
[
()
=
(2]
=2
o
=
o
3
o
(=4
o
S
(2]
o
3
-
(]
=
—_
m
X
bl
(2)
~

61



