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Environmental Research Promotion Center (ERPC)
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Activities of Environmental Research Promotion Center
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The Environmental Research Promotion Center (ERPC) was founded in July 2017. Through its activities, such as promotion of environmental education;
our university’s research activities; and various projects in coordination with the area or with the industrial, academic and governmental organizations, it
aims to actually apply the environmental study’s results to society. The Graduate School of Environmental Studies works on the real-world up-to-date
studies closely related to the environment, namely warming of the world, symbiotic relation with nature, energy and resource recycling. Because these
study fields are closely related to people’s lives and values, it is important for us to coordinate studies between various fields and develop systematization
of study results while proceeding with individual studies.

Also, the ERPC accelerates its environmental study and projects to materialize actual application of the results to society in coordination with area
organizations as well as industrial, academic and governmental organizations. At the same time, the ERPC makes positive efforts to conduct publicity
activities, promote environmental education and spread the study results.
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Cooperation with Miyagi Prefecture

The Graduate School of Environmental Studies concluded a cooperation
agreement with Miyagi Prefecture in 2004. A roundtable discussion was
held with the Environmental and Community Affairs Department, Miyagi
Prefectural Government, in July. The ERPC helped draw up the new plan
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Fig.1 Eco Festa 2018 (September 2018)

to implement global warming countermeasures in Miyagi and the basic
plan for industries-related environments and energy in Miyagi. In addition,
the ERPC continued its study, “Research to construct recycling system of
rare metal and precious metal,” in 2018.

Cooperation with Sendai City

Our graduate school concluded its cooperation agreement with Sendai City
in 2009. In June, an information exchange meeting was conducted with the
Environmental Bureau, City of Sendai. As one of the activities based on the

Fig.2 Hydrogen production through aluminum-hot spring water
reaction in the Tamagawa hot springs
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Fig.3 Symposium in Shima City (July 2018)

cooperation agreement, the ERPC participated in “Eco Festa 2018,” held in
September, and introduced the activities of the Graduate School of
Environmental Studies, Tamaki-san salon, and “Plan to take life of 2030 in
advance” to encourage the building of a sustainable society (Fig. 1).

Cooperation with Senboku City

Our graduate school concluded its cooperation agreement with Senboku
City in 2017, when Senboku City was chosen as an SDGs future city, and
the “Industry creation and innovation by agriculture IoT and utilization of
hydrogen energy” promotion grant of reginal revitalization was adopted.
Senboku City entrusted Tsuchiya laboratory with the research project
“Demonstration experiment of hydrogen production from waste aluminum
and Tamagawa hot spring acid water.” The ERPC cooperated in the
preparation of the application and the experiment (Fig. 2).

The symposium in Shima city

The JST (Japan Science and Technology Agency) adopted the research
project “Creating a Fountain of Future Lifestyle Ideas” as one of the
projects in the research area “Designing a Sustainable Society through
Intergenerational Co-creation” in 2015. Using this lifestyle innovation
concept as the base, the Graduate School of Environmental Studies,
Tohoku University, made an agreement with Shima City to start a “Shima
City Lifestyle Innovation Project” in June 2016. The purpose of this
agreement is to achieve a spiritually affluent lifestyle based on natural
resources and lifestyle history in Shima under future severe environmental
constraints and to help establish a sustainable society by promoting
regional creation in coordination with the Graduate School of
Environmental Studies and Shima City. In July 2018, a symposium,
“Creating a Fountain of Future Lifestyle Ideas in Shima,” was held in
Shima city. (Fig. 3)
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