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Having first-hand experience at the United Nations Environmental Programme Secretariat to the Convention on Biological Diversity, Prof. Kohsaka

analyzed the international process of biodiversity, genetic resources, and forest resources, including REDD+. He is a coordinating lead author (CLA) of the

IPBES Asia Pacific report. He has extensive experience with forest and agricultural resources, including Japanese Satoyama.
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Research project

The main themes of the laboratory are as follows: (1) the international
regional designation system; (2) geographical indication and traditional
knowledge; (3) biodiversity indices and ecosystem services; (4) biomimetics;
and (5) blue carbon. The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT), KAKENHI, and private foundations support the
projects on these themes.

For the project on regional designations, product certifications (such as
geographical indication), and tourism development, we focused on the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)’ Globally Important
Agricultural Heritage Systems, as well as on the geographical indications.
We implemented a survey of local strategies in the Tohoku and Hokuriku
regions so as to utilize those designations and certifications. We applied
social-network analysis to characterize the relationships among stakeholders,
which included governments, private companies, and nonprofit organizations.
Shuichiro Kajima (MSc student) received grants for this research from the
Organization for Landscape and Urban Green Infrastructure. The project on
local genetic resources (e.g., traditional vegetables) was a collaboration
between Japan, China, and Korea; it was conducted with support from the
Toyota Foundation. The project on fair and equitable benefit sharing of
biological and genetic resources was a collaboration with the Research
Institute for Humanity and Nature. The project on organic agriculture
involved research on organic farming policies and on private companies’ and
farmers’ activities in both the European Union and Japan; the Policy Research
Institute, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries supported this
research. For the project on blue carbon and livelihood enhancement, we

H)J?Sl I*JIJ.I 'fﬁ*jt

Assistant Professor
Yuta Uchiyama

Bh# #ﬁi,n

Assistant Professor
Kaoru Kakinuma

Research Associate

Akiko Matsuda

BhFE #H E&HEF

BIAL. BINICTREZEEMUce JIL—H—RyEEEAEEICDW
TlIE. SATREPS IZEZELTW3,

HFRRRDFERE

EFHABOBAPHIBMOBRIEYRIAY NCHET DHIBRRT
REHEDERARRICETI2AEREREZ. BETOEBRERICEWNT
HBEZIToflc, FAZRRICIFMRELLTSML, EREEICET
2EyvyavEBELR, £, ¥/0. BEZOFEAMMEY DR
SVMBMAICET MR, FRVBAED/NT 2O 2 HMEH
HICETR7 I 7ORRERY N T—JICBEWTHEMEEICTIHES D
REZED TN, EYEREBRICOVWTEIEEDRERERETH
HEEZTofc, Ffc. FHEIE Circular Economy ICBT2% R, &R
BREZFR. MEREFFER AUZERXFTHRERRLTWVNSG, F
i@ IC D WTIRERA DZMESIC TRRZTL. FIRIF Journal
of Ethnic Foods IC TIREBEZHED. INEFTORRDOEEZIT-
W3,

BHAEE, BF BRI VI—T 1 —ADXEK

& Ik [&. Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) ® 4} &8 5 fff
FBEULT, FINEFTRTZIT7 - AT 7HIBOREEOHE

BHRRBEE (CLA) . BFKREIO—BEULTERHL. EWEMK
EMDISO 0£ZEICHAYE—F—LTHSELTWVWD, WL
IPBES BEEDHMEHHEELT, F£few UNEP OEFEEMIT Db
KIREWL (GEO-6) OEMEELLTSEUC, &Y - BRERD
MREDICETDMETIEYID Biodiversity—Based Economy
Development Office & D E#, 7 —A = > K ® Verina
Ingram E+DBEZEZIT>7c, HIBEE. Euni:mﬁrt@ﬁﬁn_@li\
BRIFVIIELIRZOREZZELTHRZZXTL. BATE., i
ENRTREFEEESERTZERTEREZHD. HRBROHL
SRTZERALTVS,

participated in the Science and Technology Research Partnership for
Sustainable Development (SATREPS), which was supported by the Japan
Science and Technology Agency (JST) and Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA).

Presentation and publication of the outputs

We presented the results of the research on the utilization of geographical
indications in environmental management and the transmission of
traditional knowledge at a symposium on the circular economy, which was
held in South Korea. The Kohsaka Laboratory organized a session as part
of this event. Prof. Kohsaka is the leading Japanese scholar of the
international research network on traditional forest knowledge in Asia and
is organizing a special issue on this topic in an academic journal. We
presented the results of the analysis on the biodiversity index to the
Entomological Society in Taiwan. The students also participated in the
Environmental Management and Intellectual Property Conference. Prof.
Kohsaka is one of the main editors of the Journal of Ethnic Foods, where
the results of the laboratory research were published.

International collaboration and
the science-policy interface

Prof. Kohsaka participated in the plenary of the Intergovernmental
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)
as a Japanese delegate and contributed to the IPBES’s report on the Asia-
Pacific region as a coordinating lead author. He is now also a member of
the IPBES External Review Panel. Furthermore, He convened ISO TC266
(on biomimetics). Asst. Prof. Uchiyama contributed to the IPBES report
(as a contributing author) and to the Global Environment Outlook 6 for
Youth (as a lead author). As part of the project on benefit sharing for local
resources, we are collaborating with Thailand’s Biodiversity-Based
Economy Development Office; we also invited Dr. Verina Ingram from
Wageningen University for a research exchange. Prof. Kohsaka conducted
the research project on regional designation as a visiting professor at Seoul
National University. In Japan, he is the chairperson of the Committee on
the Utilization of Geographical Indication, through which he is contributing
to improved management of the geographical indication system.

Fig.1 At the IPBES plenary (Government Delegate)
University

Fig.2 Research exchange at the Soul National

Fig.3 Student presenting at the international
conference of circular economy

Fig.4 Group photo of the New Year party

Fig.5 Stakeholders workshop in Noto region

Fig.6 Mangrove survey in Indonesia (Mangrove and
Livelihood [Blue Carbon])
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