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Solar energy provides all the energy that our society needs for sustainable living. Water and carbon dioxide can be used to develop chemical processes that

are clean and friendly to our environment. In the supercritical state, both water and carbon dioxide can be made to mimic the properties of many organic

liquids that provide both performance and advantages and environmental benefits. With these solvents, our laboratory studies biomass conversion, material

synthesis, waste recycling, synthetic chemistry, polymer processing and separation processes.
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The energy from the sun can drive 95 billion tons of carbon a year. Using
only 10% of this solar energy, we can live a sustainable life in harmony
with nature. Both water and carbon dioxide, especially in the supercritical
state, can be used to develop chemical processes that are clean and friendly
to our environment (Fig.1).

Supercritical water and carbon dioxide (CO,) have properties close to
those of organic solvents, which are excellent in both operability and
environmentally friendly (Fig.2). Such chemical processes include
biomass conversion, material synthesis, waste recycling, synthetic
chemistry, and polymer processing. For example, our laboratory studies
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Fig.1 Development of Sustainable Products and Systems.
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Fig.2 Supercritical fluids with Safe Solvent Mixtures.
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Fig.3 Conversion of Biomass to Chemicals and Fuels.
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the reaction and separation process of cellulose-based biomass (cellulose,
hemicellulose, and lignin) using supercritical CO, combined with ionic
liquids (Fig.3). The reaction and separation of biomass dissolved in ionic
liquids can be controlled by manipulating physical properties of
supercritical CO, using temperature and pressure. lonic liquids can be
easily separated and recovered after the reaction due to their extremely
low vapor pressure, and therefore they are attractive as alternative
environmentally friendly solvents.

Our laboratory conducts research and development of chemical systems
and chemical processes mainly using environmentally friendly solvents
such as supercritical fluids, especially carbon dioxide and water. Our
research topics are reforming of biomass, plastics, hydrocarbons, and
heavy oil in high-temperature and high-pressure water, synthesis of fine
inorganic oxide particles by hydrothermal synthesis, and development of
hydrogen storage in clathrate hydrates. We now collaborate with
researchers around the world.

Activities in 2017 (Overseas)
April 16th European Meetings on Supercritical Fluids, Portugal

May 2nd International Conference CBRNE - Research & Innovation, France
August 5th international symposium & Exhibition on “Aqua Science and Water
Resources (ISASWR’17),” Fukuoka

November Japan-France Workshop on Supercritical Fluid Technology, Japan
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