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Geographical Analyses on Human-Environmental Relations Kiyotaka Sakaida

Professor Sakaida (Physical-Environmental Geography) initiated a series of analyses on daily, seasonal, and secular changes in the heat island in
Sendai City, using twelve-year observation data at seventeen primary schools located in and around the center and suburbs of the city. Another
research on the Baiu rainy season in Tohoku region found out the tendency of the break of Baiu to have become unclear since around 1992 with the
continental-tropical air mass covering the region during the Baiu season (Fig. 2). He also presented the results of research on vegetation changes and
dust storms in Inner Mongolia at a below-mentioned symposium, with Yongmeiat Inner Mongolia Normal University, China (Fig. 1). The ongoing
research by Associate Professor Ueda (Human-Environmental Geography) on peasant livelihood security, natural resource management, and the
regional system of place network in Northeastern Tanzania was extended to examination on the national distribution of timber produce and the
contribution of forestry to local smallholder economy in the region, and to his fieldwork in the Lake Victoria region of Western Kenya on the agro-
silvo-fishery system and socio-economic and environmental transformation. He also continued a critical investigation on environmental security in
water-scarce rural areas on and near the lake shore with special reference to conflicts and cooperation of borehole use and management. Assistant
Professor Sekine (Human-Environmental Geography) carried out fieldwork on the transformation of farming and cattle breeding activities in settle-
ments in Inner Mongolia in September 2014. He looked into management and problems of the Chinese Farmer's Professional Association in Sunid
League and Hohhot City by a series of field interviews and surveys. In November, 2014, his research team gathered the results of research until this
year and hosted a symposium at Sapporo Gakuin University to disseminate them widely. In "the Gaihozu Maps" research project, which started in
2011, he refined the web site "Gaihozu Maps digital archive" (http://chiri.es.tohoku.ac.jp/ gaihozu/), including Google Maps APl in this system to
browse the Gaihozu maps seamlessly .
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Fig.3 Water use queues at Nyabomo Prim. Sch. Borehole, Suba, Kenya (Left: 12 Sep., Right: 14

Dynamism of environmental change in Sep., 2014).
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Fig.5 Internal structure
of the Chinese Farmer's
Professional Association
inInner Mongolia.
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