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Prefatory note

Two years have passed since the Great East Japan Earthquake and with the support of many, Tohoku University and
the Graduate School of Environment Studies are returning to the environment which existed before the disaster. The Great
Earthquake caused tremendous damage to the Tohoku region, but many connections have been created in responding to the
many challenges, and I believe these strong ties are becoming a source of vigor in revitalizing Tohoku’s Recovery.

Tohoku University has established the “Tohoku University Institute for Disaster Reconstruction and Regeneration
Research” and within this has started eight large projects. The Graduate School of Environment Studies became a central
pillar for the Project on Environmental Energy, and we have commenced the “Tohoku Recovery Next-generation Energy
Research and Development Project (2012.10-2016.3)” with assistance provided by the Reconstruction Agency and the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology.

The aim of this project is to develop next generation renewable energies and the energy management systems to control
them, in cooperation with other domestic universities and devastated local governments. We aim to contribute to the needs
of the local devastated area and help create towns which are both “low carbon and resistant to disasters”. We would like to
further orient the activities of the Graduate School of Environment Studies towards the objective of recovery from the Great
East Japan Earthquake.

We held the ceremony marking the 10th anniversary of the foundation of this Graduate School in November, 2012. In
order to help solve environmental problems around the world, we have worked energetically over the past decade to
integrate the humanities and sciences around the themes of environmental problems, renewable energies, resources including
materials, and the development of societal infrastructure that lays the foundation for a resource-cycling society. We have
published the accomplishments of our research in activity reports, and you can find in these reports the achievements and
history of our research over the past 10 years.

We expect to deal with many new environmental problems over the next 10 years, and we hope to continue to receive
your continuous support and encouragement in our work.
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