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Tohoku University Environmental Leadership Program

Strategic Energy and Resource Management and Sustainable Solutions Yasumitsu Tanaka Yu-You Li

UNIVERSITY

Strategic Energy and Resource Management and Sustainable Solutions (SERMSS)--generally referred to as the Environmental
Leadership Program (ELP)--was first offered in July 2011 under the auspices of the Graduate School of Environmental Studies (GSES)
at Tohoku University, supported by the Strategic Funds for the Promotion of Science and Technology (JST) of the Japan Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT). The ELP program seeks to provide students with the knowledge and
skills needed to manage global and local environmental issues in the fields of energy, resources, and water environments, from both a

E2¢d 65 FHERUR R BiE

practical and international perspective. As of December 2012, 32 students were studying in the Regular Course and 33 had entered and
18 had graduated from the Basic Course. In 2012, there were 8 graduate students in the Regular Course of whom 7 successfully AH =EiE RATI - /—bhr ZHE2 WINE —X 2 FF
continued onto the Doctoral Course. The program fully met this year’s quota for candidates, with a diverse student population hailing Professor Professor Professor Professor Specially-Appointed Professor  Associate Professor Assistant Professor

from around the world: Brazil, China, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya, Korea, Japan, Jordan, Mexico, Pakistan, Philippines, Sweden, Koji loku Shigeaki Fujisaki Yoshihiro Kimura Michael Norton  Hiroyuki Tada Kazuyo Matsubae Yuyu Liu
Thailand, and Vietnam. All lectures have been proceeding well. The 3rd and 4th International Symposia were held in China in
November at Shanghai Jiao Tong University and at Xi'an University of Architecture and Technology. These symposia featured keynote

speeches, student presentations, poster sessions, and vivid discussions. A summer intensive English course and outdoor field study

were offered for Master Course students during the summer in Nagano. In addition, student fieldwork involved activities in the
Kitakyushu region (visit to a Water Desalination Plant, Water Plaza, and Kitakyushu Eco-Town, and also featuring a symposium with
Kitakyushu City University students and professors), and also in the Kita-Tohoku region (observing firsthand metal recycling operations
at the DOWA HOLDINGS Group, and renewable energy sources in Kuzumaki Eco-Town).

A total of 7 classes in the Master Course and 3 classes in the Doctoral Course were provided for the Regular Course; in addition,
special lectures and fieldwork were offered. Furthermore, 27 students have participated in either domestic or overseas internships in
order to develop their research skills alongside professionals outside the university environment. Classes are in English, and in several
courses (including Fundamentals of Sustainability, Environmental Business and Management, Environmental Leadership Seminar,
Environmental Leadership Special Training), are given by native English speaking specialists. Both Tohoku University professors and
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students had opportunities for discussions with them. The ELP program also has ongoing cooperative research activities with domestic
and overseas professionals including environmental leaders in other organizations.
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