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Prefatory note

Global warming is the most crucial international issue with respect to environmental problems. Therefore, our school has an
increasing number of roles in this field. Development of new energy systems of low environmental impact such as the studies
of bio-energy, novel energy system for houses, and the concept of new traffic system, these achievements of our school will
contribute to the construction of a sustainable society in the near future. Various academic departments such as engineering,
science, economics, and social science have cooperated to achieve those advanced technologies and proposed cutting edge
visions for future social models.

In April 2010, we started a new education course” Strategic Environmental Management and Sustainable Technology
Solutions”. It is the only education system in Japan that integrates the humanities and science. In May 2010, a new education
program” Strategic Energy Resource Management and Sustainable Solutions” was adopted by JSPS (Japan Society for the
Promotion Science). We established this program in the aim of fostering international and environmental leaders who have
advanced expertise in the field of energy and resources, management skills, practical ability, and comprehensive ability for
specific policy proposals and for planning international business strategies for the next generation. Last January, we held the
1st international symposium of the environmental leader and the deans or chief professors of the top-class universities in China,
Korea, Indonesia and Vietnam attended. Through the symposium, they promised the strong contribution to the environmental
leader program.

Although the graduate school of environmental studies is the smallest school in Tohoku University, we are going to establish
the environmental studies of this university in cooperation with many organizations in or out of Japan.

This activity report summarizes the results of our graduate school in 2010. We look forward to your continued support.

Professor Kazuyuki Tohji
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