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In regions of rapid economic development, Asia in particular, there is a fear from the environmental point of
view that such rapid developments may bring serious harmful effects such as air pollution, water pollution and waste
contamination, desertification, deforestation, and global warming.

In 2007, Graduate School of Environmental Studies and Graduate School of Economics and Management, To-
hoku University, have made a joint proposal to initiate a program, viz., “Graduate Program on Frontier Environmental
Studies ”. The significance of the proposal was recognized and accepted by Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

(JSPS ), in September, 2007.

The objective of this program is to nurture practical minded well-qualified personnel, who possess precise
knowledge and broad perspective about the aggravating environmental problems accruing from rapid economic devel-

opment experienced in Asia.

In the master and doctoral programs, the social and cultural studies’ students will be provided with subjects on
ecology, energy, recycling and other environmental techniques along with the environmental risk assessment, interna-
tional environmental economics, emission trading, and Asian economies. A distinctive feature of the program is “eco-
practice” as one of the compulsory subjects under which the students will be sent to various Asian institutions for one
to three months to expose themselves to international environmental problems and carry out feasibility studies of solu-

tions available in developed countries.

Each school, Graduate School of Environmental Studies and Graduate School of Economics and Management,
admits 4 students per year. Both schools, in close collaboration with each other, provide students with this multidisci-

plinary course in humanities and sciences.
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Eco-practice photograph taken in South Korea.
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