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Prefatory note

The Graduate School of Environmental Studies was established in 2003 as an independent graduate school
of Tohoku University. Researchers have been gathered for this school from the fields of engineering, sciences,
and the humanities to perform research and education in relation to the environment. Throughout this period,
as a result of this course, new measures have been developed for both research and teaching, which have
improved the understanding and activity of educators. Our many engineering educators have fostered the
viewpoint of focusing on social durability over the advancement of industry, and educators in the humanities
have deepened their understanding of the various scientific technologies and their potential.

These changes have also been deeply reflected in the teaching of environmental studies, with borders
crossed and perspective added to general courses, as well as the development of debate, international programs
with compulsory overseas training, and adult education programs in strategic environmental management. In
2008, the country's first Overseas Endowment Division was established in the Bandung Institute of Technology
in Indonesia, and overseas courses have commenced at this site.

For the general community, environmental forums, technical seminars, information disclosure and open
seminars have been held in various areas on a continuing basis. Also, a Center for Environmental Education and
Research has been established, to strengthen contributions to regional areas.

In terms of research, in addition to continuing research focusing on the circulation of energy and resources,
new research has also begun into the creation of energy in everyday life. This research is being combined with
the construction of a new building, which has been hoped for since the start of this school, and this will be
completed next year in the form of ‘Eco-house’ .

Next year, our applications for GCOE, special coordinating funds (environmental leadership training
program), and other budgetary requests will be moderated, which will affect measures that will form the basis
for future courses, and this is a challenge that we will have to deal with throughout this graduate program. We
hope for your continued support in the future.
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