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The continuous meteorological observations by Professor Sakaida (Physical Environmental Geogra-
phy) of wind and vertical distribution of air temperature at the Miyagi Prefectural headquarters from April
to July identified the cooling effect of sea breeze that evolved from the top of the building downwards. His
research on desertification in Inner Mongolia investigated the occurring meteorological conditions of sand
storm by an automated photographing method at a fixed observation site. He held the China-Japan sympo-
sium on desertification in Inner Mongolia in Huhehot 2-3 March 2008. The ongoing fieldwork by Associ-
ate Professor Ueda (Human-Environmental Geography) on peasant livelihood security and strategies, and
on their areal differentiation and regional system focused on the changing land cover/use, forest resource
use, and coping strategies of forest resource users with droughts and other impacts in Central Kenya. He
also extended his existing research on rural socio-economic transformation in Northeastern Tanzania to
participatory forest management ( joint forest management and community-based forest management) and
related local institutions. Assistant Professor Sekine (Human-Environmental Geography) continued to ex-
amine agrarian changes and desertification in Inner Mongolia in connection with land use change, illumi-
nating the impact of non agro-pastoral activities and local government policies on rural livelihoods, as well
as the significance of dairy industry in the regional economy. He also looked into issues on the Tohoku
University Digital Archive of "the Gaihozu Maps" as environmental records of the past, disseminating
their significance to the public at "Gaihozu Maps exhibition".
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Fig. 1: Air temperature and wind changes observed at the Miyagi Prefectural headquarters
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Fig. 2: China-Japan symposium on desertification in Inner Mongolia in Huhehot

Fig. 3: Lapse rate change of air temperature observed in West Java
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Fig. 4: Firewood Collection in Fig. 5: Lumbering at home
the South Laikipia Forest Reserve, Kenya in Songoro Village, Tanzania
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Fig. 6: Tohoku University Digital Archive of "the Gaihozu Maps"
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