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Graduate Program on Frontier Environmental Studies
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Towards Sustainable Development in Asia
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Today, many environmental issues are no more localized and have crossed the countries’ borders (local
boundaries), for example, global warming due to greenhouse gas emissions and ocean pollution due to ship discharges
of ballast water are a few to mention. So, one is concerned not only to mitigate the regional environmental
deterioration, but also the global deterioration as well and find suitable solutions for the same.

In regions of rapid economic development, Asia in particular, there is a fear from the environmental point of view
that such rapid developments may bring serious harmful effects such as air pollution, water pollution and waste
contamination, desertification, deforestation, and global warming.

In 2007, Graduate School of Environmental Studies and Graduate School of Economics and Management, Tohoku
University, have made a joint proposal to initiate a program, viz., “Graduate Program on Frontier Environmental
Studies” . The significance of the proposal was recognized and accepted by Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
(JSPS), in September, 2007.

The objective of this program is to nurture practical minded well-qualified personnel, who possess precise
knowledge and broad perspective about the aggravating environmental problems accruing from rapid economic
development experienced in Asia.

In the master and doctoral programs, the social and cultural studies’ students will be provided with subjects on
ecology, energy, recycling and other environmental techniques along with the environmental risk assessment,
international environmental economics, emission trading, and Asian economies. A distinctive feature of the program is
“eco-practice” as one of the compulsory subjects under which the students will be sent to various Asian institutions for
one to three months to expose themselves to international environmental problems and carry out feasibility studies of

solutions available in developed countries.

Each school, Graduate School of Environmental Studies and Graduate School of Economics and Management,
admits 4 students per year. Both schools, in close collaboration with each other, provide students with this multi-

disciplinary course in humanities and sciences.
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Participants at the workshop
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* Prof. Dagiang Cang

(Director, Department of Ecological Science and Engin-
eering, School of Metallurgical and Ecological Engineer-
ing, University of Science and Technology Beijing)
“Chinese environmental issues and the concerned po-
licies/technology”

* Prof. Mohammad EI-Sayed Selim

Presentation by Prof. Pushpa Laxminarayan Trivedi

(Faculty Economics and Political Science, Cairo Uni-
versity)

“Environmental security in the Arab world”

* Prof. Pushpa Laxminarayan Trivedi

(Professor of Economics, Department of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology-
Bombay)

“Health Effects of Air-Pollution in Asian Cities: With
Special Reference to Mumbai

* Dr Ire J.W.Taco. Bottema

(Director, UN / ESCAP / Regional Coordination Cen-
tre for the Alleviation of Poverty through Development
of Secondary Crops in Asia and the Pacific)
“Influence of ELNINO on farming system and farm
economies in Asia and Pacific”
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