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With a view to examining the mitigating effect of sea breeze on heat island in Sendai City, Japan,

meteorological observations by Professor Sakaida (Physical Environmental Geography) of wind and

vertical distribution of air temperature at the Miyagi Prefectural headquarters from July 26 to

December 14 identified the cooling effect of sea breeze that evolved from the top of the building

downwards. His research on desertification in Inner Mongolia investigated the meteorological

conditions of sand storm by an automated photographing method at a fixed observation site. The

ongoing fieldwork by Associate Professor Ueda (Human Environmental Geography) on peasant

livelihood strategies and their areal differentiation focused on the changing land cover/use, forest

resource use, and coping strategies with droughts and other impacts in Central Kenya. He also

extended his existing research on rural socio-economic transformation in Northeastern Tanzania to

community-based forest management and related local institutions. Assistant Professor Sekine (Human

Environmental Geography) continued to examine agrarian changes and desertification in Inner

Mongolia in connection with land use change, illuminating the impact of non agro-pastoral activities

and local government policies on rural livelihoods, as well as the significance of dairy industry in the

regional economy.
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Fig. 1: Observation at Miyagi Prefectural headquarters
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Fig. 0: Desertification in China and Sand Storm in Japan

Fig. 2: Observation of sand storm at the house of village chief, Inner Mongolia
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Fig. 4: Afforestation in Songoro Village, Tanzania
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