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The 2nd International Symposium of
Environmental Leader

The second international symposium was held on December 15, 2011
at Ho Chi Minh City University of Technology (HCMUT) in Vietnam. After
the two keynote speeches, oral and poster presentations were given by
students from Tohoku University and HCMUT. SERMSS students have
diverse expertise from the fields of engineering to human security while
speakers from HCMUT were experts and students of water resource
engineering and the environment. In the end, this variety of fields made
the symposium very substantial.

Two instructors of HCMUT, Associate Professor Huynh Thanh Son and
Lecturer Luu Xuan Loc, were appointed as representatives of the Ho Chi
Minh Office for the Environmental Leadership Program at the end of the
symposium. Also Dean Tohji gave the certificate of the Environmental
Leader Training Course (ELTC) to the speakers from HCMUT.

The welcome party after the symposium had a different but more
casual atmosphere. Students and instructors of both universities
enjoyed good food and conversation over their research fields, hobbies
and different cultures.

On December 16,SERMSS members went on a field observation to the
wastewater treatment plantin Ho Chi Minh City. While the city has been
developing rapidly, many environmental problems such as wastewater
treatment have been left unresolved. They visited the developing urban
site and then the rural area where surface transportation is still the main
form. Witnessing environmental problems in Vietnam that are different
from Japan’s, how did SERMSS students feel as future environmental
leaders?
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After staying on the airplane for nearly
seven hours, we stepped on the land of
Vietnam in the evening of December 14th.
It was the first time to Vietnam for most of
us. Although we were a little tired, every
one of us was still very excited. Our guide
welcomed us at the airport of Ho chi Minh
City and took us to our hotel by bus. On
the way to the hotel, many students took
out their cameras to record the amazing
night scenes along the roads. The guide
told us that people in Vietnam were
used to “living outside” in the evening to
enjoy the soft winds during the hot days.
They liked to sit on the roadside to have
their meals, talk with their neighbors and
friends, and kill time after a busy and tiring
day. | could see many happy faces beside
the roads and imaged that we would have
a wonderful experience in Vietnam.
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.| The 2nd International Sym
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December 15, 2011
Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam

The Symposium was opened on
December 15th at Ho Chi Minh City
University of Technology by Professor
Tohji-from Tohoku University and
Professor Truong Chi Hien from Ho Chi
Minh City University of Technology.
During the presentation hours, professors
and students from both of the two
universities'shared their research
experience orally or through posters. All
of the presentations were interesting
and impressive. Among them, the
presentation given by Professor Takahashi
from Tohoku University moved me most.
He talked about the creation of artificial
ground with the Fiber-Cement-Stabilized
Soil Method by recycling tsunami sludge
left from the big earthquake on March
11th. He did very hard and meaningful
work after the disaster. Now, they have

already carried out the recycling of
tsunami sludge in Kesennuma city in
Miyagi Prefecture from October 26th to
November 2nd. In addition, they would
like to release the information of the
actual process widely and contribute
to the restoration and reconstruction
of disaster'places. Additionally, the
presentations given by students from
Vietnam were also very excellent. They
were mainly about wastewater treatment
and water quality assessment. Although
they were undergraduate students, their
serious attitude towards science research
and wonderful ideas and work left deep
impressions on us. Mi ZHAO (M2)

EE:VVURIILETHR HEES

R E : Ho Long Phi 4 IC K 2 EFHEE

AL (EHS) BEEEMZERE S Huynh Thanh Son
AEZFR. Luu Xuan Loc 586T
ERRZ—tvavIcT

R I IVALN=TAILT WEDFES

Top left: With HCMUT instructors and students

Top center: Keynote speech by Dr. Ho Long Phi
Top right: (Left) Dean Tohji with Assoc. Prof. Huynh
Thanh Son and Lecturer Luu Xuan Loc

Left: At the poster session

Center: Students at the Welcome Party

Binh Hung Waste WaterTreatment
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Binh Hung Waste Water Treatment
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December 16, 2011
Ho Chi Minh, Vietham
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Fieldworks
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Fieldworks in Kansai, where some major national companies are scattered around. Here are the reports

from the students.
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Mizkan Museum

TOYOTA

The visit to Toyota Motors factory and
museum was a very unique opportunity to
have a look at some of the key elements that
put Toyota in the position of the world’s
number one vehicle manufacturing company.
In the visit to the factory, we were taken to see
two of the four main vehicle manufacturing
processes, namely the welding and assembly
processes (the other ones being cutting and
molding, and painting). In the welding process,
we were impressed to see how more than 95%
of all welding in the cars is done by robots in a
highly efficient system that looked very much
like something out of a science-fiction movie.
The assembly process was a chance to see the
main qualities of the world-famous Toyota
Production System in actual deployment. Trial,
improvement, “go and see”, respect, and team
work are principles in the Toyota Way that can
be seen not only in its just-in-time production
and distribution system, but from the choice of
suppliers all the way to the delivery of the final
product. Paulo Sousa (M2)

TOYOTA 8488
TOYOTA Automobile Museum
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October 27-29, 2011

Panasonic

Panasonic is well known for their high quality
home goods and now they are trying to
improve and reinvent the house. A concept
DC house is aiming to create a home in which
the appliances uses direct current electricity
thus eliminating the need for adaptors in many
electronics. The DC house concept also aims
to be an ecologically conscious house in trying
to produce electricity by using solar cells and
storing them in batteries for use later, thus
aiming for a house to be a net producer of
electricity, not just tapping from the grid.

Panasonic a producer of many electronic
home goods aims to create more efficient
products and aims for a larger global market.

Nuhansyah Sulaiman (D1)
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Talk with Panasonic

Special Lecture Shigenori Kane
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Students and staff joined the lecture

We had a special lecture on the theme of press reports,
media and politics from Mr. Shigenori Kanehira, a significant
journalist/newscaster of TBS. Using some newspaper
articles and footage shown on the Internet, we studied and
discussed the concept of media.

Following the discussion with Mr. Kanehira, the SERMSS
students had a meaningful time sharing their opinions over
some sensitive topics without hesitation.
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Discussion after the lecture

s

03 ERM

BULLETIN No.04 J

n

12



AVFRIT <~ NIFEIFT1R

ZOE. AFBREEBATVDNY FYIRAE (1Y FRY7)
NRIE) —Z— IV VAT« REFHICRE, SBROEERBRICH
L. RMAEREOANERER (BERR) ITURZKELT

Indonesia Bandung Office
Prof. Yoshihiro Kimura was appointed as a representative of the

SERMSS Liaison Office in Bandung, Indonesia. Prof. Kimura is stationed
at the Bandung Institute of Technology (ITB) where many students
graduate from and come to Tohoku University for further research.
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Dean Tohji, Prof. Kimura, and Prof. Tanaka
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The output from ores was regarded as the primary production and
scrap was defined as secondary production before | visited Hosokura
mining. | felt very surprised when | knew lead was produced from
discharged batteries and Hosokura mining manufactures the most in the world. After they pull discarded
refrigerators apart, they separate useful parts and classify them. The most crucial part of a refrigerator is
Freon, which is constantly released into the air in many countries, but Freon is gathered in Japan as we saw
in the East Japan Recycling Systems Corporation . Zhang Lei (D2)
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December 14, 2011
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Hosokura Metal Mining
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Hosokura Metal Mining
East Japan Recycling Systems Corporation
(Kurihara, Miyagi)
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Two researchers from DOWA Ecosystem Co., Ltd. successfully
completed intensive lectures in the basic course on Friday, December
9. One of them came to join the course all the way from Thailand. The
intensive class will be opened as required.
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Two researchers and Prof. Tanaka
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I am from China. Now I'm an M1 student
belonging to Managi-lab with the research area
of energy and environmental economics.

My research is productivity analysis
considering environmental pollution and
diseases in China. The aim of the research is to
find out the influence of production efficiency,
considering environmental pollution and
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diseases. | want to make a contribution to social

policy-making with the simultaneous pursuit
of environmental preservation, economic

development, and health advancement.
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