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Current Status of the SERMSS Graduates

The Environmental Leadership Program was adopted in 2010 and will be starting
the final year of the program this spring. Over 80 students and researchers from
approximately 20 nations have completed the program with many significant academic
achievements. As an initial step to design and operate an environmental leader network
for the future, in this issue we asked some of our graduates about their current life.
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On the graduation day both in September and March,
graduates receive a memorial trophy
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| completed this program in March 2013, and am now developing and designing

pumps and their attachments at Sugino Machine Co. Ltd.

| learned the importance of a worldwide view through English lectures, the
internship and an overseas study tour. Especially | was impressed by the visit to
Vietnam. Because there is only one large sewage plant in the Vietnamese capital of
Ho-Chi-Minh that is in the middle of the population and economic growth, waste
water was discharged directly into the river.

My current job is the design and development of pumps and their attachments for
water jets. The industrial application of water is based on the securement of clean
water for citizens, and | want to build technologies which are friendly for both the
environment and people.

For my successors in this program, | hope they will grasp what they can and will run
towards a desirable future.
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Graduated from Doctorate Course in March 2013

Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Environmental Studies,

Tohoku University

| work at the Graduate School of Environmental
Studies, Tohoku University as an assistant
professor after graduating from Environmental
Leadership Program in March 2013. Now | focus
on research and development of fuel cells and
solar-based energy using nanotechnology
because | would like to contribute to generate
clean energies which can help resolve the
global warming issue.

In the program, | actively participated in an
internationalinternship and intinternational
conferences. AstairesultFacquired notoniy:
broader know|edgeabouttheenvironmentbut
also methods to'solving world environmental
problems. | will Makesusesof my experiences
in the program tosprovide solutions to
environmental proBlemsinicountriessallover

the world in the futures
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Graduated from Doctorate Course in March 2013
Sugino Machine Co. Ltd
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Graduated from Doctor Course in Septembel 4
Assistant Professor, Graduate School of Environme
Studies, Tohoku University

and at the same time graduated from my doctoral course at the Graduate
School of Environmental Studies, Tohoku University. Currently | work as
an assistant professor at the same department, where the focus of my
work has been the development of a new system for upgrading bio-
hydrogen production from cellulosic biomass.

Through this program, | have gained a lot of professional skills, real-
life experience and practical knowledge particularly in the field of
Sustainable Environmental Planning and Management and have met
a lot of ambitious and motivated people. Throughout my life, | would
like to work creatively and for my future career to be challenging. Thus, |
believe that successfully finished the ELP got me one step closer to that
goal. Therefore, | would definitely recommend this program to anyone
who wants to be a great leader and to make a difference in today's work
environment.
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Graduated from Doctorate Course in March 2013
Research Assistant, New Industry Creation Hatchery
Center, Tohoku University
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| completed the environmental leader course
in March 2013, and it provided a foundation in
environmental education for my engineering
doctorate. | learnt about energy and natural
resources, industries and businesses that
can support a sustainable society from an
international perspective. | also attended the
international Symposium in China. Currently,
| am working on the Tohoku University New
Industry project on ultra-low friction.

My research involves observing friction
surfaces with X ray photoelectron
spectroscopy. | can apply the knowledge from
the ELP to my work and would like to do so
even more in the future.

SERMSS BULLETIN No.11 February 2014




BRIEY—9—7075LDEEA. BEHITBMLTVWEITN ?RIEU—2—T

ey Takafumi MATSUZAKI
T 24 4 3 A BLIRSAIBNET

MASAAEEREY U1~ 3> 072 LOFHEIE. BEETADEBNGBIMICL > THERETNS LV S AREBND
Graduated from Master Course in March 2013 1 sl . 1 e
Kobelco Eco-Solutions Co., Ltd £, FREE. ZBERXMR. T —IVRT—0 42—y T BHEZ VR

VY LEOTOTS LICEBRICBINL, EOEFLMBESICET T REL,
SRICEER L TERRLEVET MR, Bk, d2cHThHr56+acERL
£9, REIC, FREFETEEIC. BEY YRYILTEILEREENI T ED
HkE L1,

D KMEBIPIDEE S L TE. RARHHMEREY )1 —a Vi B
ICKMBEIT D DIHES5 T KLEBHSNAFRAHA BRI 2EMEEB LT
Y. BEMBEAOSRABHEINTVES., 5%, K707 S L THEo A
& - RWESEFEL LT, KEBEOH 55T, BEMESKICERL TWER
WEB-TBYET,

Do you commit to the Environmental Leader Program aggressively? | think your commitment
to the program can make a difference to the other lectures. So, | recommend you acquire a wide
view and knowledge through special lectures, English communication, field work, internship
and the international symposium. The wide view, knowledge and assertiveness that you
acquire through the experience will be still helpful when you have moved to a job. Actually, the
experience of the international symposium assisted me when | discussed with my superior.
Kobelco Eco-Solutions Co., Ltd which | joined in April 2013 as a sales representative is
anticipated to contribute to solving environmental problems because the company is able to not
only serve water treatment but also make biogas from sewage. | want to keep my involvement
with whole environmental problems through my determination and wide view that | cultivated

through the Environmental Leader Program.
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Graduated from Master Course in March 2013
Institute of Environmental Science and Environmental
Design in Gansu Province, China

| graduated from the Environmental Leadership Program
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professional knowledge, not just about my graduate research,

but also about the international environmental situation.

Therefore, a bird-eyes perspective on environmental issues
was needed. Because of this program, | was able to get more

advanced technical knowledge and comprehensive ability to

solve concrete environmental issues.

This program contains a lot of practical content on job
training so that students are able to adapt quickly to each job
after completing a course.

After | graduated from Tohoku University, | joined the
institute of Environmental Science and Environmental Design
in Gansu Province, China. And now, | am engaged in research

and investigation on environmental issues in Gansu Province.

I will make a contribution to the realization of a sustainable

gﬂ society by using the good experience and theoretical
ﬁ methods which learned from this program.
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Completed the Basic Course in March 2013

~ Postdoctoral researcher, University of Texas in Austin, USA

| am currently a postdoctoral researcher in the University of Texas at Austin
where | study the role of the interaction of bacteria, phytoplankton, and
hydrocarbons on the fate of oil in the marine environment. | belong to a project
funded by the Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative (GoMRI). This endeavor aims
to investigate the impacts of oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico particularly the 2010
Deepwater Horizon blowout, and to improve our understanding of such events
and their environmental and health effects. | work with a research consortium
that brings together complementary experts from six institutions in the United
REFIG A 2 DB BT B FRREHR
EORETOTV Y MMTT. BN - KE 6

B smvsoxmmessosmnscna
BIRBLTVET RS TRERY —4—

] TOYT S LTRIEMBE RFIVHERII>T
M BY. RROMRETFHHEDEE Al
BIFTOT S LTRBITEDNE S H1%E D
TIELLERWVWET,

States and Europe that includes ecologists, chemists, engineers, and numerical
modelers.

Thanks to the Environmental Leader Program for providing me the essential
thinking skills, abilities, and perspective that help me work effectively as part
of this group. Working in a multidisciplinary and diverse group is a challenging

situation. | hope that students in the ELP should make use of the opportunity to

learn and develop these crucial skills in order to prepare themselves for the actual *

work situation and as guardians of the planet.
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Completed the Basic Course in March 2013

| came to Japan in 2009 to do my doctoral research under the

MEXT program in the Lab. of Urban and Regional Environmental JSPS fellow, Graduate School of Engineering, Tohoku
Systems. During the last year of my research | joined the SERMSS \‘ RULCEY \
basic course. In the course, | was able to attend interesting

lectures about a wide range of environmental topics given by f
expert professors. It helped me to broaden my knowledge and
meet different points of view about the same topic.

Currently, | am a JSPS fellow at the same laboratory. My research
topic is about removal of antibiotics of wastewater by means of

electrochemical processes as well of biological, which is the same
topic of my doctoral research.
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Completed the Basic course as a visiting researcher in
January 2013

Associate Professor of Nanjing Forestry University, China

As a visiting researcher in the Lab of Urban and Regional

Environment Systems from Feb. 2012 to Feb. 2013, | was very
lucky to be a member of the SERMSS basic course. From this
course, | not only learned much from the learning courses, but
ﬁ: also broadened my visions during the communications with

some famous professors, excellent officers and engineers,
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and international students. | went back to China in Nanjing

Forestry University as an associate professor in Feb. 2013. |

am mainly engaged in teaching and research on waste and

wastewater treatment and reclamation. The experiences in this

course have expanded my visions in environment protection,

sustainable energy development and utilization. During my

teaching, | transfer the knowledge of sustainable solutions for

energy and resources to my students, and teach them to have

expansive and international visions in their study and future

work. | have carried out researches in agriculture and forestry

waste utilization, and wastewater reuse. These research points

are all related to sustainability of energy and resources.
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Completed the Basic course in March 2013
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| enrolled in the basic ELP as a mature student and completed the course In March of
last year. While at the university, | researched the effective utilization of food waste from
households. Currently, | am at the Environment Ministry on the major policy themes of
low-carbon society, recycling-based society, and harmony with nature-oriented society.
In making and implementing policy decisions, environmental factors, as well as many
other surrounding factors must be sufficiently understood, requiring a wide perspective.
| was able to learn from the Tohoku University ELP how to look at environmental issues
from various perspectives, and | am working to apply this to advancing the Japanese

government’s environmental policy.
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